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Metus trukes pokalbis apie knygg, istorijy
rasyma, jsivaizduojamas ir tikras (ne)
priklausomybeés kovas Lietuvos meno
scenoje / A yearlong conversation about
the book, writing of histories, and imaginary
and real struggles for independence in the

Lithuanian art scene

Vytautas Michelkevicius: Kestai, bandau
prisiminti, nuo ko prasidéjo Sio leidinio
gimimas, bet kol kas blyksteli tik tokios prie-
Zastys, kurias baty galima pavadinti Lietuvos
meno ir kultdros politika. Pirmiausia - mano
tapimas nauju LTMKS pirmininku ir dél to
kiles noras permastyti sajunga, jos tikslus,
prasme ir istorijg. Su tuo susijes seniai man
kirbéjes klausimas, kodél Lietuvoje praktiskai
néra menininky valdomy erdviy ir meninin-
ky kuruojamy iniciatyvy. Nors atsakyma i$
dalies buvau rades po mano vesty karybiniy

dirbtuviy apie galerijg ir iSleidus leidinj , Gale-

rijos Zurnalas” (2008). Lietuvos menininkai

Vytautas Michelkevicius
Kestutis Sapoka

Vytautas Michelkevi€ius: Kestas, | am trying
to remember how the idea of this publication
was born, but so far | can recall only the follow-
ing reasons, which can be viewed as related

to Lithuanian art and culture policy. First of

all, it is my becoming the new chairman of the
Lithuanian Interdisciplinary Artists’ Association
(LeTMeKoo stands for the Lithuanian abbrevia-
tion LTMKS and at the same is a funny phrase
coined by one of the members' artist Evaldas
Jansas) and the resulting desire to rethink the
association, its objectives, meaning, and his-
tory. Related to this is the question that has
long puzzled me: why are there practically no
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(NE)PRIK
JSOMO SI

Tai vienas pirmujy bandymy sudaryti istorijy
rinkinj apie Siuolaikinio meno geneze ir raida
Lietuvoje nuo SajudZio ir Nepriklausomybés
atkarimo iki Siy dieny. Istorija skleidZiasi kritiniuo-
se menotyrininky ir paciy menininky tekstuose,
taip pat pasakojimuose iS pirmy lapy - pokalbiuo-
se su jvykiy ir meno renginiy iniciatoriais meninin-
kais. Tekstus gausiai papildo vaizdiniai liudijimai -
daugiau kaip dvideSimties mety renginiy ir kariniy
dokumentacija. Knyga jtraukia subjektyviomis
istorijomis apie menininky iniciatyvas ir savivaldas
Vilniuje ir kituose miestuose.

This is one of the first attempts to compile stories
about the genesis and evolution of contemporary
art in Lithuania from the period of Revival (1987)
and the restoration of Lithuania’s independence to
this day (2011). History unfolds in the critical texts
by art critics and artists themselves, as well as in
first-hand accounts - conversations with the
initiators of art events. Texts are accompanied by
abundant visual evidence - the documentation of
more than twenty years' worth of events and works
of art. The book offers a captivating kaleidoscope of
subjective stories about artists’ initiatives in Vilnius
and other cities in Lithuania.
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LTMKS (Lietuvos tarpdisciplininio meno kiréjy sgjunga) vienija daugiau kaip 60
Siuolaikinio meno karéjy ir priklauso Lietuvos meno karéjy asociacijai, taciau visuomet
buvo virtuali organizacija (be patalpu) ir vykdydavo renginius ,Kablyje", kareivinése
Siaures miestelyje, SMC, , Fluxus ministerijoje”, vieSose erdveése Vilniuje ir kituose
miestuose. LTMKS yra visuomeniné organizacija (asociacija), jkurta 1998 metais, ir tesia
1994 metais jsteigtos ,Metastudijos” veikla. 1998 metais jkurta sgjunga vienija ir jaunus,
ir jau pripazintus menininkus, gavusius Nacionalines ir kitas reikSmingas premijas,
dalyvavusius Venecijos bienaléje ir kitose Zinomose tarptautinése ir vietinése parodose.
Tai vienintelé menininky ir kuratoriy valdoma organizacija Lietuvoje, veikianti nuosekliai
jau ilgiau kaip deSimtmetj. Ji organizuoja ir prodiusuoja parodas, renginius, rezidencijas,
leidZia leidinius ir atstovauja menininkams sociopolitinése situacijose.

Nors menininky asociacija ir vadinasi sajunga kaip ir kitos dar sovietmeciu jkurtos
organizacijos, tatiau neturi paveldétos biurokratinés struktaros ir lanksciai reaguoja j
Siandienine meno situacija Lietuvoje bei flirtuoja su ja.

E)PRIKLA

The Lithuanian Inter-disciplinary Artists’ Association (LETMEKOO) is an artist-run
organisation that has more than 60 members and belongs to the Lithuanian Art Creators'
Association, yet it has always been a virtual organisation (without premises) and organized its
projects at Kablys (“The Hook”, the former Railway Workers' Culture Palace in Vilnius), military
barracks in the Northern Town district of Vilnius, the Contemporary Art Centre, the Ministry of
Fluxus (a government-sponsored artist studio complex in Central Vilnius), and in public
spaces of Vilnius and other cities. LETMEKOO, established as a non-governmental public
organisation (an association) in 1998, continues the activities of Metastudija, an artist-run
initiative that emerged in 1994. The association unites both young and acclaimed artists who
received the Lithuanian National Art and Culture Prize and other awards, and participated in
the Venice Biennale and other prominent international and local exhibitions. It is the only
organisation run by artists and curators in Lithuania that has been consistently active for
more than a decade already. It organizes and produces exhibitions, events and residencies,
publishes various publications and represents artists in various socio-political situations.

Although the association’s name in Lithuanian resembles those of the creative unions
established in the Soviet era, it has no inherited bureaucratic structure, and is thus able to
flexibly respond to today’s situation of the Lithuanian art scene and flirt with it.





